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deficiently to its surroundings, a superstructure which, with every 
physical overexertion even as in playing- or learning, may fail, and 
which will only suffice as a cultural control of the organ for a time, 
if a lasting interest, an inner attention, watches over the ordinarily 
wanton activity of the organ." (P. 72.) 

The clinical cases are very largely examples of defect in the 
urinary apparatus. 

We wonder that at this late day there is a demand for this mono- 
graph in translation. 

Yale University. Richard M. Elliott. 



Effects of Hookworm Disease on the Mental and Physical 
Development of Children. By Edward K. Strong, Jr. Inter- 
national Health Commission — Publication No. 1. Rockefeller 
Foundation, N. Y, 1916. Pp. 121. 

In 1912 the Rockefeller Sanitary Commission and the U. S. Public 
Service undertook an investigation for the securing of detailed in- 
formation on the subject of the causes and the effects of hookworm. 
The present monograph is the result of the investigation. The study 
was made under the direction of Dr. Strong, and it is a significant step 
in the application of mental tests to social problems. It is remarkable 
for its compactness and careful use of methods of analysis, as well 
as for its social contribution. 

One hundred and fifteen children were selected from a hook- 
worm infested country for individual examination, physical and mental. 
Of these, 102 were studied and specially compared, divided into the 
following four groups: 22 A's (negative controls, or unaffected chil- 
dren) ; 12 B's (positive controls, or hookworm infected but untreated 
children) ; 36 C's (infected, treated and completely cured children) ; 
and 32 D's (incompletely cured subjects). The conclusions reached 
were on the basis of the comparison of the efficiency of the groups at 
different examinations, and of the relative improvement of the groups 
during the interval between a second and a third testing, a period of 
approximately four months. 

The mental tests used were (1) Opposites, (2) A constant incre- 
ment calculation test, (3) Logical memory, (4) Memory span for 
digits, (5) Hand-writing. (6) Goddard formboard, (7) The Binet- 
Simoh tests. These mental tests showed on the average a distinct 
differentiation between the normal and infected groups, both as to 
absolute standing and as to improvement. The logical memory test 
turned out to be the best so far as the discerning of sluggish mental 
improvement in those infected with the hookworm was concerned. As 
would he expected irregularities were present in some of the tests. 
With the Binet-Simon series the normal children averaged approxi- 
mately a year behind, the mildly infected 1.5 years, and the severe 
cases 2.0 years behind. 

The physical tests showed clear initial difference between the 
normal and the hookworm infected, as to height, weight, grip and 
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lung capacity. Speed in tapping, and the index of fatigue in this test 
were not as good diagnostics in this respect. The interference of the 
hookworm in the older subjects was not noticeably different from that 
of the younger so far as the physical tests were concerned. One im- 
portant conclusion is that "the rate of improvement physically has not 
been interfered with to anything like the extent shown in the mental 
tests." 

Treatment does affect the amount of improvement radically, espe- 
cially the mental improvement. With children 10-12 years of age this 
is more decided than with the older children 12-16, indicating that "the 
longer the child has the disease the more he will lose mentally, and the 
less rapid will be his mental development after he has been treated." 

Northwestern University. E. S. Jones. 



The Binet Scale and the Diagnosis of Feeble-Mindedness. By 
Lewis M. Terman. This Journal, Vol. VII, No. 4. November, 
1916. Pp. 530-543. 

In this article the author makes an attempt to answer certain 
criticisms that have been made against clinical psychology, as related 
to the employment of the Binet-Simon scale of intelligence tests. The 
points about which his discussion is focussed are the following: 

1. That most of the psychologists who use the Binet scale be- 
lieve it to be a perfect instrument of measurement ; 

2. That they believe its use in the diagnosis of feeble-mindedness 
renders unnecessary any consideration of medical, neurological or 
sociological data concerning the subject; 

3. That they regard the degree of intelligence, as determined by 
the scale, as the sole measure of the subject's fitness to be at large ; 

4. That they deliberately encourage persons without psycho- 
logical training to undertake research with mental tests; 

5. That the infallible criterion of feeble-mindedness in the adult 
subject is failure to pass the 12 year tests. 

The article is well written and interesting, but the bias upon which 
it is predicated is at once apparent; that the real psychologist who is 
to determine the mentality and measure of a feeble-minded individual, 
should be a person qualified by a training in psychology, uncontami- 
nated by medical knowledge. The author takes the usual position of 
the average non-medical psychologist, that the diagnoses of feeble- 
mindedness made by those who are psychological diagnosticians only, 
are superior to those made by individuals who are trained both in 
psychology and medicine. We will consider briefly the points that 
have been raised. 

1. "Does the system of tests left us by Binet measure the in- 
telligence with perfect accuracy ?" The only reason this question ever 
could have been raised, if it ever was seriously raised, was the attitude 
which pedagogical psychologists took when the Binet-Simon scale of 
intelligence tests was first imported from Europe. Psychologists un- 
warrantedly, as they sprung up all over the country like mushrooms, 
appropriated the Binet-Simon scale of intelligence tests as their shib- 



